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OHIO TOBACCO PREVENTION POLL 
Ohio Statewide Survey 
4/7/14 – 4/10/2014 
N=800, +/- 3.46% 
General Election Voters 
(percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding)  
 
Q. 1. Generally speaking, would you say that Ohio is going in the right direction or has it gotten 
off onto the wrong track? 
 
50.1% Right direction  
30 Wrong track  
10.4 Mixed/both (volunteered) 
9.5 Unsure/no answer 
 
Looking at state government… 
 
Q. 2. Which of the following would you say is the most important matter that should be the top 
priority for Ohio’s leaders to work on at this time? Is it… 
   
(randomly rotated) 
39.7% Job creation and the economy 
6 Lowering taxes 
18 Improving public education 
3.8 Protecting the environment 
4.2 Solving crime problems 
12.4 Reducing government spending 
12.1 All/combination (volunteered) 
3.5 Other (volunteered) 
.2 Unsure/no answer 
 
Looking at a related topic… 
 
Q. 3. How much news and information have you heard or read about Governor John Kasich’s 
plans to reduce the income tax rate in Ohio? Is it…(sequentially rotated)…a lot, some not very 
much or nothing at all? 
 
8.8% A lot 
29 Some 
32.8 Not much  
28.1 Nothing  
1.3 Unsure/no answer 
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Q. 4. At this time, would you say that the rate of income tax in Ohio is…(sequentially 
rotated)…too high, mostly pretty fair or too low? 
 
43.7% Too high 
48.7 Pretty fair 
3.6 Too low 
4.1 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 5. Generally speaking, would you say that you favor or oppose efforts to reduce the income 
tax rate in Ohio? Follow-up:  Would you say that you strongly (favor/oppose) it, or just 
somewhat (favor/oppose) it? 
 
72.3% TOTAL FAVOR 
42.2 Strongly favor 
30.1 Somewhat favor 
 
19.6% TOTAL OPPOSE 
10.9 Somewhat oppose 
8.7 Strongly oppose 
 
8.1% Unsure/no answer 
 
Now I am going to read you a list of ideas that have been suggested to help pay for the 
proposal to reduce state income taxes. After I read each one, please tell me if you favor or 
oppose it. Follow-up:  Would you say that you strongly (favor/oppose) it, or just somewhat 
(favor/oppose) it? Here’s the first one… 
 
(RANDOMLY ROTATED NEXT 3 QUESTIONS) 
 
Q. 6. Do you favor or oppose…Increasing the tax on all tobacco products? 
 
64.5% TOTAL FAVOR 
46.8 Strongly favor 
17.7 Somewhat favor 
 
32.6% TOTAL OPPOSE 
11 Somewhat oppose 
21.6 Strongly oppose 
 
2.8% Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 7. Do you favor or oppose…Increasing taxes on oil and natural gas drilling, which is known 
as fracking? 
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42.5% TOTAL FAVOR 
26.6 Strongly favor 
15.9 Somewhat favor 
 
51.9% TOTAL OPPOSE 
18.7 Somewhat oppose 
33.2 Strongly oppose 
 
5.6% Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 8. Do you favor or oppose…Increasing the Commercial Activities Tax, or CAT Tax, as it is 
known, which is charged on the profits of medium-size and large businesses? 
 
39.2% TOTAL FAVOR 
15 Strongly favor 
24.2 Somewhat favor 
 
50.9% TOTAL OPPOSE 
23.5 Somewhat oppose 
27.4 Strongly oppose 
 
10% Unsure/no answer 
 
Looking at another proposal… 
 
Q. 9. Do you favor or oppose…Increasing the state cigarette tax by $1 dollar per pack, with part 
of the revenue dedicated to tobacco prevention, including programs to prevent kids from 
smoking and help adults who want to quit?   
 
63.2% TOTAL FAVOR 
49.3 Strongly favor 
13.9  Somewhat favor 
 
34.7% TOTAL OPPOSE 
10.5 Somewhat oppose 
24.2 Strongly oppose 
 
2.1%  Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 10. Now I am going to read you two different proposals to increase the state cigarette tax and 
then ask which one you would favor…(rotated)… 
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…(One/the other) would be a one dollar per pack increase in the state cigarette tax, with part of 
the revenue dedicated to tobacco prevention, including programs to prevent kids from smoking 
and help adults who want to quit… 
 
…(The other/one) would be a 30 cent increase in the state cigarette tax this year and another 30 
cent increase the following year, with none of the revenue dedicated to tobacco prevention or 
programs to prevent kids from smoking and help adults who want to quit… 
 
Based on this information, which proposal would you be most likely to favor? 
 
55.9% One dollar 
25.9 30 cents 
16.4 Neither (volunteered) 
1.8 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 11. Thinking more about the idea of increasing the state cigarette tax, I would like to read 
you two different points of view. When I am done, please tell me which one comes closest to your 
view…(rotated)… 
 
…(Some/other) people say Ohio should not increase the cigarette tax because cigarette smokers 
are more likely to be from lower income households. The cigarette tax is a regressive tax that 
has a more negative financial impact on lower income people than on wealthier people, so they 
are against the idea… 
 
…(Other/some) people say Ohio should increase the cigarette tax because increasing the 
cigarette tax will help prevent kids from starting to smoke. The funding will help smokers quit 
and save lives, so they are in favor of the idea… 
 
Which opinion comes closest to yours? Follow-up: Do you feel very strongly or not so strong 
about this? 
 
30.8% TOTAL AGAINST 
21.2 Very strong/against 
9.6 Not strong/against 
 
61.2% TOTAL FAVOR 
14 Not strong/favor 
47.2 Very strong/favor 
 
7.9% Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 12. Supposing for a moment that Ohio does raise its cigarette tax, how important is it to 
dedicate part of the revenue to funding programs to reduce tobacco use among kids and help 
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smokers quit? Would you say it is…(sequentially rotated)…very important, somewhat important, 
not too important or not at all important? 
 
58.3% Very important  
20.4 Somewhat important  
9.2 Not too important  
10.9 Not at all important 
1.3 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 13. As you may or may not know, Ohio currently taxes cigars, smokeless tobacco products 
such as chewing tobacco, and electronic cigarettes, at a lower rate than cigarettes. Regardless 
of how you feel about increasing the cigarette tax, do you favor or oppose taxing these other 
types of tobacco products at the same rate as cigarettes? Follow-up: Would you say that you 
strongly (favor/oppose) it, or just somewhat (favor/oppose) it?  
 
67.1% TOTAL FAVOR 
49.9 Strongly favor  
17.2 Somewhat favor  
 
29.2% TOTAL OPPOSE 
8.9 Somewhat oppose  
20.3 Strongly oppose  
 
3.6% Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 14. As you may or may not know, Ohio receives about $825 million dollars in revenue from 
tobacco taxes each year. Currently, none of this money is used to fund a tobacco prevention 
program to prevent kids from smoking and help adults who want to quit. Would you favor or 
oppose dedicating $50 million dollars of the state’s tobacco tax revenue to tobacco prevention 
programs, which would restore funding cuts made to the program in recent years? Follow-up: 
Would you say that you strongly (favor/oppose) it, or just somewhat (favor/oppose) it?  
 
69.1% TOTAL FAVOR 
48.2 Strongly favor  
20.9 Somewhat favor  
 
26.5% TOTAL OPPOSE 
9.6 Somewhat oppose  
16.9 Strongly oppose  
 
4.4% Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 15. Thinking more about funding for tobacco prevention programs, I would like to read you 
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two different points of view. When I am done, please tell me which one comes closest to you 
views…(rotated)… 
 
…(Some/other) people say we should not restore funding for the tobacco prevention program. 
 Many other worthy programs need funding and the State needs to make some tough choices. 
We can’t fund tobacco prevention because all of the tobacco tax revenue is needed to help 
balance the budget and pay for other state programs, so they are against restoring funding for 
the tobacco prevention program… 
 
…(Other/some) people say we should restore funding for the tobacco prevention program. It 
is not too much to dedicate 6 percent of the tobacco tax revenues to reducing smoking among 
kids and helping smokers quit, and money will still be left for the State to meet other needs, so 
they are in favor or restoring funding for the tobacco prevention program… 
 
Which opinion comes closest to yours? Follow-up: Do you feel very strongly or not so strong 
about this? 
 
32.6% TOTAL AGAINST 
23.4 Very strong/against 
9.2 Not strong/against 
 
60.8% TOTAL FAVOR 
16.4 Not strong/favor 
44.4 Very strong/favor 
 
6.6% Unsure/no answer 
 
Finally, I have a few short questions for statistical purposes... 
 
Q. 16. I would like to read you a list of age groups.  Please stop me when I get to the one you are 
in. 
 
11.1% 18 to 29     
21.1 30 to 44   
30.6 45 to 59 
36.6 60 and older 
.7 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 17. Which of the following do you consider to be your main race?  Is it… 
 
77.1% White 
14 African-American 
.6 Hispanic/Latino  
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.5 Asian 
3 Something else  
.2 Mixed race (volunteered) 
4.6 Unsure/no answer 
 
Thinking about your political attitudes... 
 
Q. 18. When it comes to fiscal issues, such as taxes and economic policies, would you say that 
you consider your political views to generally be conservative, moderate or liberal? 
 
41.8% Conservative 
31.8 Moderate 
17.5 Liberal 
1.5 Mixed/depends on issue (volunteered) 
7.4 Unsure/no answer 
 
Looking at tobacco use… 
 
Q. 19. Which of the following best describes your cigarette smoking habits? Would you say that 
you are... 
 
10.8% A regular smoker - skipped next question 
4.9 An occasional smoker - skipped next question 
22.5 A former smoker 
57.3 A non-smoker  
4.5 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 20. Would you say that you never smoke, or do you smoke occasionally, such as in social 
situations? 
 
n=675 
87.8% Never smoke 
6.1 Smoke occasionally 
6.1 Unsure/no answer 
20.8     Total smokers (regular and occasional in Q19 and Q20)
 

Q. 21. Do you use other smoking products regularly or occasionally, such as pipes or cigars? 
 
6.4% Yes 
88.6 No 
4.9 Unsure/no answer 
 
Q. 22. Now, just for statistical purposes, I would like to read you some income categories. 
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Please stop me when I get to the category that includes your estimated total annual household 
income.  Is it… 
 
10.2% Less than $20,000 
18.3 $20,000 to $40,000 
18.9 $41,000 to $60,000 
12.1 $61,000 to $80,000 
9 $81,000 to $100,000 
12.3 More than $100,000 
19.1 Unsure/no answer 
 
Gender: 
 
47% Male 
53 Female 
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